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The late seventeenth century witnessed a dynamic phase of cultural exchange between the Ottoman Empire
and Europe, particularly in the realms of theater, portraiture, and intellectual engagement. European theatri-
cal performances gained prominence in Ottoman diplomatic circles, with plays staged in Galata as early as
1612 and later at the French embassy in Istanbul. In 1675, efforts to introduce Venetian opera at the royal cir-
cumcision and wedding festival in Edirne reflected the empire’s growing interest in European entertainment.
Although logistical obstacles prevented the performers’arrival, Armenian and Turkish actors presented Per-
sian style plays, showcasing the empire’s established theatrical traditions.

Portraiture similarly emerged as a significant medium of artistic exchange, with European-style depictions
of Ottoman rulers, including Mehmed 1V, circulating in diplomatic settings. Meanwhile, intellectual inter-
actions with Europe intensified through figures such as Panayiotis Nikousios and Alexander Mavrocordatos,
who facilitated the transmission of European works into Ottoman Turkish. Scientific knowledge also perme-
ated Ottoman intellectual circles through scholars like the French orientalist Antoine Galland and the Italian
physician Giovanni Mascellini, whose Latin medical treatise was published in Vienna in 1673.

This paper aims to highlight how these cultural exchanges were not instances of passive reception but rather
processes of selective adaptation. By examining the transmission of artistic and intellectual traditions, this
study demonstrates how the Ottoman elite actively engaged with European influences, integrating them into
existing frameworks. This process of adaptation shaped the empire’s evolving cultural and scientific landscape,
demonstrating both receptivity and agency in knowledge transfer.
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