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The paper will discuss the cycle of seven planetary deities, popular in 15th and 16th century prints. Icono-
graphic variants of the motif represent different conventions, e.g. in orientalising, antikizing, modernising
the appearance of planets. They are accompanied by a specific set of attributes, including signs of the zodiac
or elements known from mythology. There are certain trends visible, depending on the specific period, but
also some general, gradually changing trends in Renaissance culture. Both selected and all planets appear in
various cultural texts, obviously, most often linked to astrology. These include self-contained graphic series,
medical works, calendars, prognostications, astrology manuals, treatises on iconography, but also accounts of
allegoric spectacles to celebrate a ruler or a carnival. These examples show the specificity of the presence of
astrology in Early Modern culture: it permeated various spheres of life: entertainment, scholarly exploration
of the mysteries of the world, everyday life, politics and power propaganda. However, the cycle of seven
planets is not only a source for learning about astrological culture. It also points to the wide potential uses
of mythological allegorical motifs, in this case linked to cosmic thought, but also deeply rooted in erudite
humanist culture.
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