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Playing at the World: Students, Chess Knowledge,
and Its Global Dimension
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The game of chess is a transnational and global phenomenon, with a long and complicated history of how
knowledge of the gamewas transmitted, transformed, and translated. My paper will zoom in on one particular
episode in the transmission of chess to the modern world. In 1604, Lucas Wielius, student at Strasbourg,
dedicated a copy of his commented edition of Marco Girolamo Vida’s Schacchia to Duke August the Younger
of Braunschweig-Lüneburg. The copy with the handwritten dedication of Wielius and underlinings by Duke
August is still preserved in the Herzog August Bibliothek in Wolfenbüttel. I will discuss three aspects: the
special role played by students in the transmission of chess; the problems associated with the transfer of
gaming know-how; and the transnational and global dimension of chess in an early modern perspective.
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