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This paper focuses on textual practices related to the creation, communication and circulation of mid-seventeenth-
century prophetic texts. They have been studied as tools of political propaganda during the Thirty Years War,
in relation to apocalyptic discourses and to biographies of individual actors, including one of the most ac-
tive promoters and disseminators of early modern prophecies, educational reformer and theologian Jan Amos
Comenius (1592-1670). The paper offers a new interpretative perspective by analyzing the transfer and cir-
culation of prophetic texts originally written in Czech in the exiled community of Bohemian Brethren as a
specific case of cultural translation across geographical, linguistic and social boundaries. Comenius’commu-
nication network made it possible to connect local communities in Upper Hungary with Dutch and English
centers of information and knowledge. The paper shows how prophecies and visions of Mikula$ Drabik from
Upper Hungary were received by local networks of supporters and opponents, and how they became a topic
of learned discussion within the international network of scholars in Amsterdam and London. An attempt
to translate and adapt them to the Muslim environment in East-Central Europe in order to convert the Turks
predictably failed. The causes of this limited transcultural adaptability of prophecy are also discussed.
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