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Antonio Gómez Pereira (1500-1558) was a philosopher and physician who played a significant role in the
intellectual renaissance in Spain during the second half of the 16th century. His major opus, Antoniana
Margarita (Medina del Campo, 1554) ensured his European reputation beyond the 16th century to the point
of being considered a precedent for the Cartesian theory of the animal machine. The Antoniana Margarita
addresses various issues, based on a philosophical investigation of the immortality of the soul. However, the
consideration about matter emerges as a major theme. Generation and corruption are linked to the description
of pure material elements in the experience of sensitivity and sensations. The aim of this paper is to study
the movement of Gómez Pereira’s thought from the anatomy of the physical perception and the power of the
intellect as an act of understanding in sensation to the rhetoric employed in order to question doctrines and
to resolve paradoxes. The text reflects important digressions that connect natural philosophy to the political
events of the time such as the condition of the Indians, the repercussions of irreligion on civil peace. Political
reflections and personal opinions are intertwined in a new way to expand the limits of philosophical doctrine.
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