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Gottfried Kirch's Observational Journals (1677-1710)
and the Secrets of Early Modern Astronomical
Observations
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Gottfried Kirch (1639-1710), a German astronomer, calendar-maker, and author of ephemerides, kept obser-
vational journals throughout his astronomical career. In these journals, he documented astronomical, me-
teorological, and occasionally magnetic observations. Kirch’'s observational journals, written between 1677
and 1710, are preserved in the collections of the Paris Observatory Library and the Archive of the Berlin-
Brandenburg Academy of Sciences. The paper aims to explore these sources by examining their history,
structure, and Kirch’s note-taking methods. The proposed study investigates their significance for astronomi-
cal and meteorological research, their value in biographical studies, and their role in reconstructing the work
of astronomers and their families in the late 17th and early 18th centuries.
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