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Histories of science frequently suggest that the advent of British experimentalism marked a fundamental shift
away from the traditional axiomatic ideal of science (Shapin & Schaffer 1985; Dear 1995; Pasnau 2019). While
partially accurate, such narratives remain incomplete due to their reliance on a limited evidence base and their
emphasis on discontinuity over potential continuity.

This study addresses both issues using a data-driven approach to systematically retrieve and analyze evi-
dence on the axiomatic ideal from a newly constructed corpus. Its starting point is BOOKSHELPAS, a digital
bibliographical knowledge graph of logic, philosophy, and science books published in Britain (1605-1776).
BOOKSHELPHS, currently containing metadata on 2,123 editions of 1,272 works, serves as the foundation for
a structured, machine-readable text corpus.

The corpus enables large-scale retrieval of passages discussing the axiomatic ideal, using an extensive map-
ping of concepts from the Classical Model of Science (CMS) (de Jong & Betti 2010) to historical actor’s terms.
Retrieved passages are close-read, annotated, and linked to bibliographic metadata, allowing unprecedented
analysis of concept drift, geospatial, temporal, and publishing trends. While the project’s resources were built
to investigate axiomatic science in Britain, the paper demonstrates its wide reuse potential in the historiogra-
phy of Early Modern British science.
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