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In 1717, the French officer Rochefort presented a proposal to the Ottoman authorities aimed at establishing
a specialized engineering corps composed of foreign experts. His plan included military aspects such as for-
tifications, artillery calculations, technical training and economic recommendations to reduce the Ottoman
Empire’s dependence on foreign trade. Although Rochefort’s proposal was not accepted at the time, it resur-
faced years later through Comte de Bonneval, who arrived in the Ottoman Empire in 1731, converted to Islam
as Ahmet Pasha, and played a significant role in founding the Humbaraci Ocag1 (Bombardier Corps) and
a Hendesehane (Engineering School). The reappearance of these ideas highlights the complex processes of
cross-cultural knowledge transfer and the adaptation of foreign expertise within the Ottoman context. This
study explores how Rochefort’s proposals contributed to early Ottoman military modernization and their
long-term influence on military education. By examining the transmission and transformation of European
military knowledge in the Ottoman Empire, this research seeks to shed light on the broader global connections
that shaped early modern statecraft, engineering practices, and educational reforms.
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