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This study examines the reception of Pietro Andrea Matthioli’s commentary on De Materia Medica in the
Ottoman Empire, focusing on the 18th-century translation by Osman bin Abdurrahman, a translator based
in Belgrade. De Materia Medica, originally authored by Pedanios Dioscorides in the first century CE, was a
foundational text in pharmacobotany, influencing both Islamic and European medical traditions. Over cen-
turies, the workwas translated into Arabic, Latin, and later European languages, withMatthioli’s 16th-century
interpretation playing a crucial role in its dissemination.

The paper outlines Dioscorides’ contributions to medical botany, highlighting his classification methods and
the impact of his work onmedieval and early modern pharmacology. It traces the transmission of Dioscorides’
text from Greek to Arabic in the 9th-12th centuries, then to Latin and vernacular European languages in the
Renaissance, culminating in Matthioli’s influential commentary. The role of Ottoman intellectuals in this
knowledge transfer is examined through Osman bin Abdurrahman’s 18th-century translation of Matthioli’s
text into Ottoman Turkish, marking a significant phase in the diffusion of pharmacological knowledge.

The study contextualizes this translation within the Ottoman “search for newmedicine”period, analyzing how
Ottoman scholars engaged with European medical advancements while maintaining connections to Islamic
medical traditions. It also explores how Matthioli’s visual and textual contributions, enriched by Ottoman
botanical knowledge, facilitated the integration of Dioscorides’legacy into early modern Ottoman pharmacol-
ogy.

By assessing manuscript evidence and tracing intellectual exchanges, the paper highlights the fluid and inter-
connected nature of scientific knowledge circulation across linguistic, cultural, and geographical boundaries.
The case of De Materia Medica exemplifies how medical knowledge was adapted and transformed through
centuries, demonstrating the dynamic interplay between translation, commentary, and scientific innovation.
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