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H. C. Agrippa von Nettesheim’s main work, De occulta philosophia, entered the history of thought in the 20th
century as an encyclopedia of Renaissance magic. This is how D. P. Walker talks about it, who describes
it in connection with the grouping of “spiritual”and “demonic”magic, Frances Yates, who mentions it when
discussing the “new religion”of modern Hermeticism, Charles Nauert, who analyzes it by claiming the crisis
of Renaissance thought, and finally Herman F. Kuhlov, who examined Agrippa’s doctrine of ascension from
the perspective of Lutheran theology. A new direction in research was indicated almost simultaneously in
1991 by Michael Keefer’s study, which compared Agrippa’s two most important works (DOP and De incerti-
tudine et vanitate scientiarum atque artium) with reference to the “Hermetic rebirth”, and in 1992 by Vittoria
Perrone Compagni’s introduction to the critical edition of De occulta philosophia, who, there and in her 2007
study, refuted the claim that Agrippa’s main work was merely an encyclopedia of magic. She calls Agrippa
a reformer of epistemology, magic, and the morals of her time, because she believes that Agrippa created a
new epistemology by incorporating magic into the Christian religion. Following in the footsteps of Perrone
Compagni, Noel Putnik continued his research into the intellectual structure of De occulta philosophia, repre-
senting this view. However, these investigations did not extend to the immediate philosophical antecedents
whose reception can be clearly demonstrated in the work, namely the teachings of Marsilio Ficino and Gio-
vanni Pico della Mirandola on man’s ascent to God and ultimate bliss. In my presentation, I will trace the
origins of this history of reception.
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