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The Lebanese born scholar Bahāʾ al-Dīn al-ʿĀmilī (953/1547-1030/1621), known as Shaikh Bahāʾī, was a key
cultural figure of the Safavid court of Shah ʿAbbās I (995/1587-1038/1629). Among his most popular scientific
works was Tashrīḥ al-aflāk (“Explanation of the Celestial Spheres”), which has survived in numerous copies to
the present day. The author identifies this short work as a “summary”at several points, while excusing himself
from presenting a full explication of the subject matter at hand. Indeed, the highly condensed presentation of
the discussions in Tashrīḥ al-aflāk, the absence of many standard topics, such as the planetary anomalies, and
manymissing astronomical parameters (such as the angular motions for the various orbs) were likely what led
the author to subsequently compose a commentary for the work. Bahāʾī’s preoccupation with astronomy is
reflected in the fact that he wrote commentaries, as well, on other works, including al-Mulakhkhaṣ fī al-hayʾa
al-basīṭa (“The Summary of plain hayʾa,”) by Maḥmūd Jaghmīnī (fl. early 13th century CE) and al-Tadhkira
fī ʿilm al- hayʾa (“Memoir on the Science of hayʾa,”), by Naṣīr al-Dīn Ṭūsī (d. 672/1274). The present study
examines Tashrīḥ al-aflāk in view of the influence of his predecessors, particularly Jaghmīnī and ʿAlī Qūshjī
(d. 879/1474), while highlighting some of the unexpected features of the Tashrīḥ al-aflāk, as well.
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